what hamilton teaches us
about humanity

By Ellen Mintzer

Dear Hamilton, what to say of you? The national touring
company of Lin-Manuel Miranda’s theatrical masterwork
recently graced the stage of Shea's Performing Arts
Center for an eagerly anticipated three-week run.
Staged with understated yet versatile wooden sets
and performed by a dynamic cast — standouts include
Bryson Bruce’s charismatic, scene-stealing Lafayette/
Jetferson and Hannah Cruz's vulnerable, passionate
Eliza — the show that stole America’s heart came to life
marvelously right here in Bufialo.

The power of Miranda's show comes not only from its
ingenious race-blind casting and innovative blending
of popular music with theatrical tradition, Hamilton's
power is a simultaneously reverent, imaginative, and
critical treatment of America’s history, and its resonance
with our current political era. It weaves a tale of our
nation's birth, and the highest ideals on which our nation
was founded — liberty, justice, and equality. Yet Miranda
does not allow for a straightforward characterization
of our founding fathers as mythical heroes; rather, he
croates a balancing act of myth-making and myth-
busting, demonstrating their fallibility and humanity.

Miranda highlights Alexander Hamilton's status as
an immigrant from the West Indies, epitomizing him
as the pinnacle of the American success story: a poor
immigrant whose life was marked by tragedy (his
father's abandonment, his mother’s death) but whose
ambition, intellect, and work ethic allowed him to
overcome all odds and achieve greatness in America.
As the ensemble sings in the opening number, Hamilton
is “another immigrant coming up from the bottom.”
Miranda is an immigrant himself, from Puerto Rico, and
choosing to emphasize this quintessential namative
of the American dream serves as a reminder of the
strength of diversity in the fabric of our nation.

However, Hamilton does not simply offer a romanticized
take on the men who founded our country. While he
porttays an idealized vision of the relentless courage
with which our founding fathers fought to secure
our independence from England, he also depicts the
political realities of our post-revolution country. George
Washington counsels Hamilton, “Winning was easy.
Governing is harder.” Ultimately, the play is more than
just a tribute to our venerated forelathers, but a story
of the birth of partisanship. Hamilton and Thomas
Jellerson, two strong-willed men flercely attached
to their beliefs on how best to run the new nation,
develop an adversarial relationship. They struggle

to reach compromises
without betraying
their ideals, and their
political rivalry creates
two opposing factions.
Although Miranda
values some aspects of
the founding fathers, he
does not resolve these
very real temsions, and
thus represents them
authentically.
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Miranda's founding
fathers are mythologized
heroes devoted to their
ideals and the good of
their country. They are also authentic human beings
who fall prey to temptations and thelr own ambitions,
Instead of simplifying characters into either hero or
villain, Hamilton depicts each man as brave and weak,
intelligent and foolish, benevolent and corrupt. With its
glorification of American ldeals and genuine portrayal
of the flaws and fallibility of our leaders, Hamilton is
both a history lesson and a compassionate lens through
which to view our leaders today. It also makes us
acutely aware of the foct that we are a nation founded

by immigrants.
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